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BUDDHADEVA Bost (I 9(?8—74) was born in Comilla, in py
pangladesh- After compleFmg graduate studies in English from thi [e;e_nt-d.a)’
ofDhaka, he taught at Ripon College, Calcutta (193 4-45), 1nd wl:\lz(er;xt
3 journalist at the Statesman (1944-51). From 1956 (g o6; ;ee as
srtached 0 the Department of Comparative Literature at Jadavpur Ul"liv was
which, indeed, he helped create. Something between a Bengali nationaelzzity’
European cosmopolitan, a cultural polemicist, and an old-style “man ;,?
Jetters’, he was, more than anything, a passionate advocate of the written
word: as a novelist, poet, and playwright, as well as a critic, translator and
editor—in other words, as a uniquely influential type of reader and enthusiast.
More than anyone else, too, Bose brought to Calcutta’s literary life a
génerational self-awareness and belatedness that was at once implicitly tragic
and, in its modernist argumentation, liberating in its time; a self-awareness
related to the problem of succeeding Tagore, to being conjoined to our
history and present moment with a sort of inevitability, and to be among the
first to feel the full creative and cultural brunt of what it meant to inhabit

this wearying, self-renovating metropolis.
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in the summet, our monsoon evenings, moonlit autumn nights, ,
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climate. I've been immersed in a love for adda since my childhood, I
become nervous at the thought of ‘sabhas’ or formal meetings, I run
away at the sound of a'party, but adda! I can't live without it. You
might say I was raised to adulthood by its nurture. I have learnt more
from adda than from reading books. I had plucked the desirable fruit
of higher learning rather too easily from the tree of university
education—that too was a gift of adda. I greet adda as having been
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Yet it isn't even as if every time these few atty
together, an adda will get going. The place too has ¢
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express grief. The main location of an adda shall be ip that hoyg,

which has the most favourable atmosphere among all the hougeg
available. At the same time, it is advisable to have 3 few alternatiye
pilgrimage spots at hand, sometimes a change of place works like 4
sharpener of one’s mental faculties; and the complete satisfactiop
one gains from moving, according to the various seasons or the mak‘mg
and breaking of the moon, from room to veranda, veranda to terrace,
terrace to open field, is created for us by Nature’s own hand. Byt
whatever the reason, however much the temptation, one must never
go to the wrong place. In the wrong place, the people too seem all
wrong, and the right note is never struck.,

The place for an adds should be very relaxed, and without
ostentation. The furniture should be low, soft, and with its shine
taken off; if it is also light enough to be dragged away from its usuelﬂ
~ position whenever you feel like it, what more could you want? I.t 1
also advisable to haye a sort of rug near the chairs and tables—if i
gets too late at night, or if someone feels tired, then one does n({ctl
need to take permission before stretching out. To drink, there Sho}?ite
be cold water in glass tumblers and fragrant, golden tea in fine W

tea cups; and if there is any food, it should be tasty, dry, and in sma
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